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INTRODUCTION 


Hon. Selah Merrill, “D. “D., LL. D., U. S. Consul at Jerusalem, Palestine. 


Palestine is a land of ruins, but the flowers of its fields 
are as beautiful as when they were looked upon by the Master 
Himself; and it was a happy thought of Rev. H. B. Greene to 
arrange in this attractive form these precious souvenirs of the 
home land of Christ. This gentleman has made, at different 
times, three journeys to the Holy Land, covering not less than 
thirty-five thousand miles of travel, solely for the purpose 
of studying its floral wealth and of gathering specimens by 
which the variety and beauty of that wealth could be illustrated. 
This labour necessitated livinz in the fields, and the hardships 
and exposures were by no means slight. The Christian 


world always appreciates any effort that is made to bring it 
nearer to its divine Lord, and on this account the present vol- 
ume will be welcomed and prized. In our time, men are seek- 
ing in many ways to illustrate the Bible by study of races, 
languages, monuments, and buried treasures, all of which are 
commendable; but the department which Mr. Greene has 
chosen is no less important than the others, while it appeals to 
a different side of our nature.  Amid the desolation of that 
land, the flowers of Palestine are almost the only objects 
which symbolize to us the living Christ; they remind us of 
His spirit, which, we believe, is to overcome all discord and sin 
and fill the world with heavenly peace. 


AA 


HOW THE FLOWERS WERE GATHERED 


In the gathering and pressing of these flowers, l had the 
willing assistance of a large number of native Arabs and a most 
faithful dragoman, with whom | went freely into all parts of 
the country. We sought the flowers where most abundant:; at 
times on foot, at times taking long journeys with horses or 
camels, and at times spending whole weeks in favourable locali- 
ties.  Thusfor three springs it was my privilege to wander 
up and down the Holy Land and cull from its choice floral 
offerings, these delicate flowers; flowers richer and “more 
precious than all others in the world. More precious, not 
because more perfect, not because of more brilliant hue, not 
because sweeter, but because the Lord Jesus Christ while here 
upon earth saw and loved these same flowers, and used them 
to illustrate eternal truths. 


These flowers tell us cf “Him as nothing else of Holy 


Land can tell.?? Take them to some quiet corner and listen 
to their message. Their language is God's voice in the soul. 


The Old Testament description of Palestine is a “land flowing 
with milk and honey, ” which interpreted means a land of rich 
pastures and abundant flowers. Such, Palestine seemed to 
have always been. — lItsflocks and herds are upon a thousand 
nills, while in the spring its flowers form the most conspicuous 
objects in the landscape. The modest Crocus (the probable 
Rose of Sharon ), which blossoms in late Decemb+=r and early 
January, is the advance guard of an army of countless millions 
that for five months march in gorgeous floral procession through 
the land, making easy the task of the botanist in selecting 
rare and beautiful specimens. 


THE FLORA OF PALESTINE 


Palestine, although small in the number of its square 
miles, contains within its borders three distinct regions, each 
with its own peculiar soil, climate and flowers. The Coast 
Regíon extending from Mt. Carmel to the southern desert and 
from the Mediterranean Sea to the blue hills of Judea, is the 
granary of the country, and in the spring, with its waving 
wheat and barley, looks like the restless sea. 

This plain is the Sharon of the Bible, the most fertile 
part of which belonged to the Philistines. Along every highway, 
in every uncultivated field, and among the rolling hills at its 
northern end, abound wild flowers, flowers for the most part 
strange to the pilgrim. For trees, the palm and orange are dis- 
tinctive, while the olive, almond and oak are common. In the 
early spring (our winter), the crocus, tulip and narcissus, which 
are like those in American gardens, can be found in all the 
fields. While the Anemone Coronaría, the “Lily of the 


Field,”? with its scarlet, blue or white petals, colours whole acres 
in bright array.  Orchids, squills, lupines, pheasant's eye, 
mustard, flowers too numerous to mention, go to complete the 
list. By the streams the oleander and myrtle grow, while 
in a great marsh near the site of the ancient Roman city of 
Antipatris, where Paul spent a night while on his way to 
Cesarea, is found the now rare Cyperus Papyrus, the famous 
papyrus of Egypt, the reed from which the ancient manu- 
scripts were made. A marsh by the waters of Merom, in Gal- 
llee, is the only other place in Asia where it is now found. 
The papyrus is now extinct in Egypt, where it once grew like 
a forest on the banks of the Nile. 

The Hill Country of Judea, Samaria and Galilee forms 
another region. Here snow falls in winter, the season is shorter, 


the climate more temperate. We no longer see near the 
villages the orange and palm trees; the olive, the fig, the 
carob, oak or the pine take their place. The hills, now 


treeless, were once covered with forests, and would be to-day if 


only a little care were used in preserving the young growth. 
But the goats eat the tender leaves, and as a tree reaches a few 
feet in height, the women of the villages cut it down, and dig 
up its roots for fuel. Only twice did 1 see in Palestine any 
approach to what we would call a forest. Instead are scrub 
oaks, with small sharp leaves, carob, wild olive and dry thorny 


underwood, with numerous aromatic shrubs and herbs. The 
rock rose ( Cistus ), several sages (Salvia), and numerous 
small gray brushes of Poteríum are on every hand. — But the 


small and beautiful spring plants which during March and April 
cover every inch of. uncultivated ground are the wonder and 
admiration of all travellers. Here the Anemone Coronaria, (the 
lily of Christ's parable) is always scarlet. This, the favourite 
flower of pilgrims and peasants, is one of the most common flowers 
in Palestine, and is found by the highway, in the valley and 
upon the mountain top; in Galilee, in Samaria and in Judea, 
everywhere as of old proclaiming the lesson of love and faith. 


l was impressed with the large number of scarlet flowers in this 
region. Before the «Anemone disappears, a large scarlet but- 
tercup (“Rancunculus Astaticus ) takes the field and holds it 
until the poppy ( Paparter rheras) continues the same royal 
colour. At the same time are two smaller but just as brilliant 
scarlet flowers, the pheasant's eye («4donis Palestina ), grow- 
ing mostly about the threshing-floor of the villages, and the 
passion everlasting (Helichrysum sanguineum ), growing only 
among the thorny underbrush of the hills. 

One more region, that of the Jordan Valley. This is a 
long, narrow valley, the whole of it below the sea level. It has 
no winter and but little rain, in these respects being like Egypt. 
Could the Jordan, like the Nile, be turned upon the land it would 
reward the labourer with several crops a year. As itis, about 
the only plant life is along the river and in a few valleys that 
lead to the river. — l noticed along the banks of the Jordan, as 
we floated on its surface down to the Dead Sea, the tamarisk, 
the willow, and the poplar trees, while “* 1he reeds shaken by 


the wind '* lined both banks. At Jericho were the palm, the 
balm, and the sycamore. It was of interest to note that the 
hedges about the dirty Arab city were of box-thorn ( Lycium 
Europeum ), the bramble or thorn of which Christ's crown 
of thorns was doubtless made. In the valley grows the Ascle- 
pias procera, a plant characteristic of the Sahara, the blood red 
parasitic Loranthus, and several other plants that remind one of 
the flora of upper Egypt. With these great natural regional 
differences in Palestine, favouring a varied flora, itis not strange 
that there is no month of the year when wild flowers can not 
be gathered in some favoured part of the country. 

In making this collection an effort was made to select 
as many plants as possible of Bible interest, so as to make a 
collection both beautiful and instructive, These flowers are 
sent out in the hope that they may make the truths of the 
Bible which they illustrate more real, and serve to increase the 
study of Nature and Nature?s God. 


LILY OF "THE FIELD 


Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they totl 
not, netther do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solo- 
mon in all his glory was not arraved like one of these. 

MATT. 6: 28, 29. 

Probably no flower is more loved and revered by Christ- 
ans than this beautiful Lily. From all the flowers of the field 
Christ selected his one trom which to draw the lesson of 
implicit trust in God. No flower is more common in Palestine. 
During the early spring it adorns every highway, crowds the 
valleys, and climbs to the hilltop. — It is gorgeous in colour, at 
the same time graceful in all its proportions. — Its usual hue is 
a bright scarlet (the royal colour of Solomon), but in parts of 
Galilee and the Plain of Sharon it'is sometimes white; while 
about Jaffa 1 have seen fields blue with ¡ts delicate petals. 


LILY OF THE FIELD 


Anemone Coronaría 


PAPYRUS 


Having many things to write unto you, | would not write 

with paper (Papyrus) and ink: but 1 trust to come unto you. 
2 JOHN 12. 

The apostle John in this passage refers to the material 
used by him in writing his letter; it was the paper made by 
cutting the pith of the Papyrus into strips, then placing them 
across each other as on the opposite page. The greater the 
number of strips, the larger and firmer the sheet of paper. lt 
was upon this Papyrus-paper that many of the books of the 
Bible were first written. The pens used were reeds, split; the 
ink, soot and water thickened with gum. It is of interest to 
know that the so-cailed “*New Sayings of Christ, *” but recently 
unearthed in the ruins of an ancient African city, are written 
upon Papyrus such as this. The Papyrus reed, which gTOWS 
by tlie rivers, is a tall, graceful plant of seven to ten feet, with 
a triangular stem, and is crowned with a tuft of slender leaves 


PAPYRUS 
Cvperus Papyrus 


JUDEAN CLOVER 


This plant is a common one in the valleys and with its 
golden colour gives brightness to many a landscape; while its 
vanilla-like odour is pleasing to smell. It delights to grow amon 
the grass. 


O 
[o] 


FLOWERS 
Spake full well, in language quaint and olden, 
One who dwelleth by the castled Rhine; 
When he called the flowers, so blue and golden, 
Stars that in earth's irmament do shine. 
Wondrous truths, and manifold as wondrous, 
God hath written in those stars above ; 
But not less in the bright flowerets under us 
Stands the revelation of His love. 
Bright and glorious is that revelation, 
Written all over this great world of ours ; 
Making evident our own creation, 
In these stars of earth, these golden flowers. 


H. W. LONGFELLOW 


JUDEAN CLOVER 
Trigonella Hrerosolymitana 


MADONNA FLOWER 


This charming white flower with its feathery leaves is 
not mentioned by name in Scripture, but was doubtless known 
and loved then as now. It grows abundantly near Nazareth, 
and may well suggest the pure and spotless life of Mary the 
mother of Jesus, who must have been familiar with it, and 
after whom the flower is named. In no country of the world are 
wild flowers more profuse or beautiful than in Palestine. The 
land was described by Moses as flowing with milk and honey; 
that is, a land of rich pastures and many flowers. This 
description holds good to-day, for everywhere are flocks of sheep 
and goats, and herds of cattle; while the busy bee finds flow- 
ers in some parts of the land from which +-to gather honey 
twelve months of the year. 


We love to see you, as with glorious lustre, 
All interwreathed and intertwined you shine; 

For flowers like these, perchance, adorned the pathway 
Of footsteps sinless, holy and divine. 


CHRISTINA B. FREEMAN. 


MADONNA FLOWER 
Artedía squamata 


A A E ON 


FLAX (Linen) 


The Flax, with its delicate lavender blossoms, is one of 
the many wild flowers of the Holy Land that give colour 
to the landscape. 


From the very earliest times this plant has been culti- 
vated and manufactured into linen. It was one of the plants of 
the promised land before the children of Israel made it their 
home (Josh. 2: 6). When the inspired prophet would 
describe the gentleness of the coming Christ, he declared “* the 
smoking flax shall he not quench” (Isa. 42: 3). His gospel 
was to be one of love instead of denunciation, of kindness and 
consideration for the weak ones of the earth. The “* beloved 
disciple ”” tells us that the body of Jesus was ““wound in linen 
cloth with the spices, as the manner of the time is to buryv.” 
Thus the fibres of this humble flax plant, with its lavender 
tinted blossoms, were put to a use that must forever render it 
sacred among flowers. 


FLAx (Linen) 


Emum pubescens 


CARMEL DAISY 


Of all the wild flowers of Palestine none is so common 
as this daisy. In the spring it crowds the valleys and climbs 
the mountain tops. It is one of the glories of Carmel, the 
pride of Sharon, and the delight of every traveller. This 
flower must in olden time, as now, have lined the foot-paths of 
the country and been the admiration of Abraham, David and 
Christ Himself. 

Lovely flowers are the smiles of God's goodness. 

WILBERFORCE. 

Emblems of our own great resurrection, 

Embleins of tbe bright and better land. 

For the Infinite has sowed His name in the heavens in 
burning stars, but on earth He has sowed His name in tender 
flowers. 


LONGFELLOW. 


RICHTER, 
"Tis buí a little faded flower, butOh ! how fondly dear. 


HOWARTH, 


CARMEL Darsy 
Scabiosa prolifera 


— 


ANISE 


Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitled the 


we eli matters of tbe-law, judement, mercy and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 


MATT. 23: 23. 
The"Anise or Dill, here referred to by our Saviour in His 
teaching, is an annual plant that grows to the height of three 
feet, bearing yellow flowers, and blooms from May to the mid- 
dle of June. It grows wild in parts of Palestine, and is also 
cultivated in-the gardens. lts aromatic seeds are useful 


medicine and for seasoning food. In the Jewish Talmud, its 
seeds, leaves and stem were subject to tithe. lt was to this 
that Jesus referred in His teaching. The Pharisees, with their 
show of religion, tithed with scrupulous care the tenth of the 
almost valueless Anise, but omitted the welghtier matters of the 
law, judgment, me rcy a faith. 


ÁNISE 


Anetbhum gravelens 


CYCLAMEN 


This beautiful flower grows only in the mountains, and 
is very abundant in the hills about Jerusalem, where these 


specimens were gathered. lts blossom is of several colours, 
from pure white to soft lavender.  Often its petals are deli- 
ately spotted. It is not uncommon in our own conserva- 


tories, where it is a great favourite. A delicate fragrance adds 
to its charm. It is one of the first flowers to proclaim the com- 
ing of spring. Lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; 
the flowers appear on the earth; the tíme of the singing of birds 
is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 
SONG OF SOLOMON 2: 11, 12. 

In the sweet scented pictures, heavenly artist ! 

With which thou paintest 

Nature's wide-spread hall, 

What a delightful lesson thou impartest, 

Of love to all. y 


TORACE SMITH, 


CYCLAMEN 
Cvclamen latifolíum 


GRASS OF PALESTINE 


Grass is the first plant mentioned in Scripture: «4nd 

God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the berb yielding seed, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after bis kind, whose seed is 1ín 
ttself, upon the earth: and 1t was so ( Gen. 1: 11). There 
seems to be here the beginning of scientific botany, for we 
2 have the grass, the herb and the tree. These divisions corre- 
spond in general to the grassy, herbaceous and arborescent 
forms of vegetable growth. No plant is referred to so often as 
the humble grass. The Bible uses it sixty-two times, usually 
as a symbol or decay, of things that pass away. The fields of 
the Holy Land are clothed with grass but a few weeks of each 
year. Just as soon as the latter rains cease and the hot summer 
sun shines upon the tender blades, the grass withers and falls 


away. Peter, of all the sacred writers, has given us the most 
striking contrast when he says: Al flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The.grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord 
endureth forever. 91. 


ICBETER 112 


GRASS 
Kelería phleoídes 


pun aaa axxxxxxo 


ROSE OF SHARON 


This and the Lily of the Field are the two flowers most 
sought for by pilerims in Palestine. There is no way by which 
we can be perfectly sure that we have just the flowers referred 
to in the Scriptures, for those were not days of scientific names. 

But most botaniists and travellers have settled upon the 
two in this pook as the most probable. For the Crocus as 
Rose of Sharon, we have the authority of'both the English and 
American revisers of the Bible, in the margin of the revised ver- 
sion, Song of Solomon 2: 1, next the verse, and referring to 
rose is ““fhe autumn crocus.” The Hebrew word distinctly 
means a bulbous plant. 


This little spring flower, which with us comes up from 
under the snow and is the first garden flower to rise from its 
long winter sleep and tell us of a new earth of life and beauty, 
is without doubt the Rose of Sharon, which if applied to Christ 
is an emblem of His lowliness. These specimens grew in the 
Plain of Sharon. 


RosE 


Or 


SHARON 


Croeus Galllardot!: 


A A O E BN 


HEMLOCK OR GALL 


They gave me also gall (bemlock ) for my meat; and in 
my thtrst they gave me vinegar to drink. PS. (9: 21. 

They gave bim vinegar to drink mingled wiib gall ( hem- 
lock.) MATT. 27: 34. 

The Hebrew text uses the same word ““rosh”” for hem- 
lock and gall, so the conclusion is that the plants referred to 
the same. The Hemlock, of which we have a 
jecimen, has its use as medicine. Large doses produce paral- 


are one and 


ysis and death, as in the case of Socrates, the greatest of 
Greek philosophers, who was condemed to drink the ““Hem- 
k”” for his teaching of Athenian youth. When taken in 


small quantities it has a quieting effect on the nerves, in a 

¡sure deadens pain. It was predicted of Christ that He 
ould have ““gall for meat” and on the cross we see the 
fulfillment of this prophecy in that Gall mingled with vinegar 
was offered him. He refused to drink of it, for he would bear 


the full weight of pain as a perfect example and sacrifice. 
5 $ 


ji HEMLOCK OR GALI 


Contum maculalim 


MIGNONETTE ( Z7Zyssofp ? 


¿And he (Solomon) spake of trees, from the cedar tree 
ihat ¿is in Lebanon even unto the RYSSOD hal spbringe:h out 0) 


l' KINGS 4: 33. 


Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they 


with vinegar, and put it upon Jovssop, and put 


DA 1) 
il 10 His mouth. 


17 
éd 4 SDpono 
¿Ed 1 Ss) 19 


JOHN 19: 29. 

There has been much discussion as to what plant is 
meant by ““Hyssop.”” Some claim the honour for the Mienonette, 
of which there is a specimen on the opposite page. Itisa grace- 
ul plant, with white flowers and green leaves, and often grows 
the wall,” or in the nooks and crannies of the rock. 
If this is the plant, it was used in acts of purification, as when 
David prays to be cleansed from the stain of his great sin. 


And was honoured when it received the y negar that was 
placed to the lips of the Saviour as He hung upon the cross. 


MIGNONETTE  (Hyssop 7) 
Reseda alba 


RUEFE BALE 


This is one of the common wild flowers of the hills. It 


grows about ten inches high. Its blossom is not conspicuous, but 


its delicate, fern-like leaves make up in part for this deficiency. 


GOD ¡S LOVE 


“Earth with her ten thousand flowers ; 
Air with its beams and showers ; 
Ocean s infinite expanse; 

Heaven's resplendent countenance 
All around, and all above, 
Hath this record : God is love. 


“Sounds among the vales and hills, 
In the woods and by the rills, 

Of the breeze and of the bird, 

By the gentle murmur stirred 

All these songs, beneath, above, 
Have one burden : God is love.” 


Purr BALL 
Lagecia cuminoides 


pu aaa Dax OOOO xx 


LENTIL 


¿And Jacob said, Swear to me tbis day; and he sware 
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob 
gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and be did eat and 
drink, and rose up, and went bis way: thus Esau despised bis 
birthrivbt. GENESIS 25: 33, 34. 

«The Lentil, of which there is a specimen on the opposite 
page, was"made use of by Jacob in his base endeavour to extort 
from his brother the birthright and all that naturally went with 
it... Asa plant it has long been cultivated in the Holy Land 
and will grow upon the-=poorest soil. Whén cooked and made 
into a thick pottage itis a favourite dish even now. Itis no won- 
der that it was a temptation to'the hungry Esau as he returned 
from the hunt, and smelt the appetizing odour of the lentiles. 

| Esau yielded to the pleasure of the "moment, and lost forever 
his best gift, the birthright, that rich “heritage of honour and 
power. May this little plant from the Holy Land, with its 
pink blossoms, be a warning to many when tempted to despise 
the birthright God has given them. 


LENTIL 


Ervum Lens 


MUSTARD 


While in Galilee I went to the shore of the lake where 
Christ delivered His wonderful parables, contained in the 
thirte h chapter of Matthew”s gospel, and to my great joy l 


dut me the four kinds of soil there referred to. 1 sam 
e tares growing among the wheat; l saw the fishermen at 
lr ; saw everywhere the beautiful yellow blos- 
ns of Mustard. The small Mustard seed orows into the 
eatest of all berbs ””. The Master, having observed this, 
he growth of His spiritual kingdom. 


In tl oinning lt y to be small and insignificant, but in His 
vn good time it to fill the whole world with its glory. 
nother o ion when Christ would teach the great 


í faith, He says: If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
ball say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
hall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto 
(Matt. 17: 20.) Surely a plant thus honoured by the 
hing two great truths must always be loved by 


MuUSsTARD (Showing Seed Pods 


Simapis arvensís 


A 


BEAN 


The Bean was one of the recognized articles of food in 
the olden time (2 Sam. 17:'28 ), and is still much used by the 
dwellers in Palestine. The specimens here represented, 
delight to grow near the ruins of ancient villages, where they 
find a rich soil. The exact spot where these grew is called by 
the Arabs, Chartula, a ruin crowning a hill-top near the ancient 
city of Ajalon, where Joshua commanded the sun and moon to 
stand still. Chartula commands the pass through the moun- 
tains to Jerusalem, and most likely looked down upon the 
hild Jesus, when Joseph and Mary with Jesus turned aside 
into parts of Judea on their way to Nazareth after the sojourn 
in Egypt. The plant is a tender one, with delicate leaves and 
lender tendrils. 


The blossom is a light yellow with a few 
dark stripes. The Bean is usually eaten by the natives 


/ BEAN 


Vicia bvbrida 


PHEASANT'S EYE (4Adoxis) 


The history of this plant is fabulous and goes back to 
Canaanitish times, for it bears the name of the son of a Tyrian 
queen. He was fond of the hunt, but one day was wounded 
and died. He was restored to life by the physician Cocytus. 
The fable goes on to say that this plant ever after bore blood- 
stained flowers, each representing one drop of Adonis” blood. 
lItisa fact that the crimson flowers are characteristic of the 
regions of the Lebanon where Adonis died. The eyes of the 
Saviour often rested on these flowers, for they are common in 
all parts of Palestine and are much prized by the natives. 
The Pheasant's Eye is one of the many scarlet* flowers (a 
colour not common among flowers ), that give the land such a 
brilliant hue in the spring of the year. 


Oh, beauteous flowers of Palestine, flinging 
Sweet, subtle odours round you everywhere; 

Ye come like holy angels with you bringing 
Bright memories of that Sacred land, so fair. 


CHRISTINA B. FREEMAN. 


PHEASANTS EYE, 
Adonis Palestina 
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